ii6                      PADEREWSKI
The moment had come for Paderewski to show the
American President the importance and the acuteness of the
Polish problem. When Wilson started to explain his own
ideas about the future of Europe and the necessity for a new
structure, Paderewski began describing the strivings of
Poland for independence and the importance to the world of
achieving that freedom. Wilson sat silent, his large harids
motionless on the arms of his chair. From time to time he
interrupted Paderewski, asking for more details, particularly
as to the plan for Poland's access to the sea, which especially
interested him. Every now and again he nodded. His
mouth remained unmoved in its melancholy, kind expression.
It seemed as though he were maturing a plan. None of his
guest's words would be forgotten.
This conversation lasted for almost an hour. Paderewski
had spoken with ardour and sincerity; it was as if he pleaded
for a dear friend, suffering wrongful imprisonment. It was
not so much a political conversation between two statesmen,
as a personal " credo," and the foundation of a friendship in
which political questions became personal and moral.
It was an important day in the life of both men. Wilson's
fate was not yet decided. Paderewski realized that Poland's
fate was more than ever before in the hands of one man ; but
a man who was fast becoming a guiding spirit in the world of
politics. As they left the room, Wilson stopped and said, in
that slow, grave manner which so often gave to his utterances
the weight and solemnity of a nonconformist sermon:
e< My dear Paderewski, I can tell you that Poland will be
resurrected and will exist again. For Poland the miracle of
independence will come from the West, as my own victory
will come to-day through a miracle from the West."
Paderewski realized that by his " West" Wilson meant the"
Western States of America in the presidential election;
otherwise the President's meaning was not quite clear.
But in their obvious sincerity his words were very moving.
Late that night, telegrams announced that Wilson had
been defeated and that the new President of the United